
 

College Theme for 2017  
óOpen new horizons for spreading joyô Pope Francis, World Youth Address, 2016 
 

Prayer  
God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; the courage to 
change the things I can; and the wisdom to know the difference. 
Amen 

College Vision  
Thomas Carr College is a dynamic 
Catholic learning community, 
guided by the Gospel. 

Excellence and opportunities to 
develop are pursued. 

Through our hope and service to 
others we shine our light into the 
world. 

 

 

 

 

Volume 21 Issue 04: March 31 2017 
 

From the Principal 
Dr Watson 
 

ñThey Will Shineò 
 

 College Theme for 2017: ñOpen New Horizons for Spreading Joyò 
 
Opening of the VCAL ñLiving Pantryò Project 
Tuesday saw the official opening of the VCAL Garden Project, called the ñLiving 
Pantryò. The project involved the VCAL students developing a vegetable garden within 
the College grounds. The students were responsible for all aspects of the project from 
design concept to the final construction and planting of the garden which includes a 
water feature and pizza oven. I have provided below an e-mail received from Mrs Jenny 
Wilson from Catholic Education Melbourne who attended the opening. 
 

Dear Andrew, 
 

Just to convey our sincere congratulations to all involved (students, staff, and 
partners) on the opening of the VCAL Garden. The óbeforeô and óafterô images 
were absolutely inspiring. They gave us a deep appreciation of the project 
journey and the amazing achievements of the VCAL students, with the positive 
support of the teachers only too evident, as well as their commitment to the 
students and their VCAL learning program.      

 
The students and their families should be incredibly proud of their progress 
with the VCAL Garden, especially to see how productive it is, with the plants 
flourishing so well, but also the ófiner touchesô such as with the water feature 
and the pizza oven. It was very refreshing to see so many parents and families 
present as part of the special occasion.   

 
We were honoured to be part of the celebration, and we were very grateful at a 
personal level for your acknowledgement of Catholic Education Melbourne and 
the CECV Pathways and Transition Team, as we always enjoy the opportunity 
to work with and support the school.  

 
Please convey our sincere congratulations to all involved, and also commend 
the student speakers for their leadership as part of the opening event.  

 
In sincere appreciation.      

 
 

Peter (Devery) and Jenny (Wilson) 
 

Kindest regards   
Jenny Wilson 
Education Officer, Pathways and Transition 

 
 
  

Coming Events  

Mar 31: Parent/Teacher/Student 
Conferences in Bruce Runnalls Centre  
8.30am to 12.30pm; The Beacon 
 published 
Apr 14: Good Friday 
Apr 16: Easter Sunday 
Apr 17: Easter Monday 
Apr 18: Commencement of Pentecost  
Term for staff; Student free day; 
Scholarship Testing 9am to 12.30pm; 
Year 7 2018 interviews for non parish  
families in Bruce Runnalls Centre 
Apr 19: Students begin Pentecost Term 
Apr 26: College tour  
(by appointment only) 
Apr 25: ANZAC Day 
Apr 28: Meet the Principal Breakfast  
(by invitation only) 
May 8: Malaya Borneo Vets  
Remembrance Service 
May 10: College Tour  
(by appointment only) 
May 12: Motherôs Day Mass and  
Breakfast 
May 18: Grade 5 PIN 
May 19: Thomas Carr Day  
June 8: College Tour 
(by appointment only) 
June 14: GAT Examination  
 



 

Student Achievement 
Congratulations to Rebekah Sutton on being awarded the Mayoral Youth Award for 
Wyndham in recognition of her sporting achievements. Rebekah recently was placed 
second in the Victorian State Championships for hammer throwing. She plans to 
compete in the Nationals later in the year. Well done Rebekah and best of luck for the 
future. 
 
Reports and Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences 
I offer my congratulations to those students who have received very positive progress 
reports and encourage them to continue to strive for academic excellence. Where 
individual progress reports may point to areas of improvement, again I would encourage 
a frank discussion at home about what can be done to seek improvement and most 
importantly make an appointment to speak with teachers about the reports. I would also 
remind students that it is never too late to make changes and seek improvement. 
 
The term concluded with Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences on Thursday evening 
and Friday morning. Thank you to all parents that took the opportunity to meet with their 
childôs teachers. 
 
College Board AGM 
On Tuesday the College Board of Management Annual General Meeting was held. The 
Board recognized and thanked two memberôs whoôs terms had concluded, Mr Stephen 
Butler and Mr Cris Scarlata. 
 
As a result of these vacancies, Mrs Mary Udovicic was elected as the Staff 
Representative and Mr Michael Lapina was elected as a Parent Representative. 
 
A full listing of College Board Members is provided below: 
 

¶ Fr Jude Pirotta, St James Parish Priest and President of Canonical Administrators 

¶ Fr Pius Kodakkathanath, St Peterôs Parish Priest and Canonical Administrator 

¶ Fr Frank Buhagair, St Andrewôs Parish Priest and Canonical Administrator 

¶ Dr Andrew Watson, Principal and Chief Executive Officer  

¶ Mrs Connie Skinner, Chairperson and St Peterôs Representative  

¶ Mrs Geralyn McCarthy, St James Representative  

¶ Mr Michael Lapina, Parent Representative  

¶ Mrs Angela Drever, Parent Representative  

¶ Mrs Antoinette Fava, Parent Representative  

¶ Mrs Mary Udovicic, Staff Representative  

¶ Mr Peter Collery, Honorary Financial Accountant   

¶ Ms Sharon OôNeill, Business Manager 

¶ Ms Briony Hollingworth, Board Secretary.  

 
Parents and Friends 
The Annual General Meeting of the Parents and Friends Association was held last week 
where the annual finance report was presented and elections held for the positions on 
the executive. I am pleased to advise of the following officers bearers for the P & F for 
2017: 
 
President:   Tanya Tesoriero  
Secretary:   Ange Drever 
Treasurer:   Mary-Terese Smith 
Second Hand Uniform Shop:   Marie DôSilva & Mary-Terese Smith  
  
I thank the abovementioned for their willingness to lead the P & F Association, a very 
important organisation within the College and all the other parents who attend the 
meetings during the course of the year.  
 
I would also like to thank the outgoing members of the executive for their outstanding 
contribution to the Association and the College, particularly Carmen Gleeson, Deb 
Griffiths, Carol Casaretto and Karen Norris. Their hard work and commitment is very 
much appreciated by all members of the College community. Please consider coming 



 

along to a few meetings during the course of 2017. Your support of our hardworking 
committee will be greatly appreciated.  
 
Easter 
Easter is a significant time in the Churchôs liturgical calendar and I encourage all families 
to attend the Easter liturgies on Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil. Please 
find full list of liturgies for each Parish at the end of the Beacon. 
 
As Easter approaches, it is important that as Christians we take time to reflect upon the 
Easter season. Easter Sunday is both the third day of the Easter Triduum (Three Days 
of Easter, Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil) and the first day of the 
Easter Season. 
 
It is important to remember that the Easter Triduum is the heart of the Liturgical Year. 
The seven Sundays of Easter are also very important as they have precedence over all 
other solemnities and feasts. The fiftieth and last day of Easter is the feast of Pentecost. 
 
Throughout this time of rejoicing, Alleluias are sung and the Easter candle stands in a 
special place in the parish church. May we take the time over the Easter season to 
celebrate the news of the risen Lord. 
 
Long Service Leave 
I will be on long service leave from March 21 to May 12, returning to celebrate our 20th 
Thomas Carr Day on May 13. During my period of leave Ms Brigitte McDonald will be 
Acting Principal. 
 
Commencement of the Pentecost Term 
A reminder to all families that the Pentecost Term for students commences on 
Wednesday April 19 2017. 
 
I wish all families a very blessed Easter and a safe holiday break.  
 
 

From the Deputy Principal 
Ms McDonald 

 
Thomas Carr Day Friday May 19 
 Planning for this very important day is already underway. A Committee will be 
responsible for its success.   
 
We are looking for parent volunteers to assist with cooking and food preparation. If you 
are available from 9.00am to 12.00pm on Friday May 19, your support would be much 
appreciated. Please contact Mrs Hollingworth to advise your availability by emailing 
briony.hollingworth@thomascarr.vic.edu.au 
 
Pentecost Term and Winter Uniform 
Term Two commences on Wednesday April 19 at 8.40am. It is the winter term- and the 
winter uniform is compulsory. Please take some time over the holidays to make sure 
that it is all correct, ironed and still fits after last year. We will monitor the weather for 
the first week ï the long range forecast is currently 20 degrees with showers!  
 
During the holidays, parents will be sent an SMS alerting them to Important dates for 
their childôs year level for the forthcoming term. This can be accessed via PAM. I hope 
this will be useful and assist in your planning. 
 
The Beacon Award 
The Beacon Award recognises achievements of our students. Selected students will be 
presented with a certificate of commendation and their names published in each edition 
of The Beacon. A maximum of 5 students per level may be recognised each fortnight. 
 
The criteria is:  

¶ Evidence of learning which is consistently exemplary or displays great 
improvement 

¶ An action performed by a student(s) that supports the Catholic ethos of the school 

mailto:briony.hollingworth@thomascarr.vic.edu.au


 

¶ Evidence of behaviour which is consistently exemplary or displays great 
improvement 

¶ Active and purposeful involvement in a College or community event 
 
Congratulations to the following students: 

Year 7 Frances Musngi, Saumya Shangle, Chantelle Williams, Rylee Franklin  

Year 8 Roshal Gupta, Tate Camilleri, Matias Gonzlaez, Saxon Nozzolillo, Ayden 
Micallef, Phoebe Briffa, Blake Sardi  

Year 9 Annabelle Russell, Zach Vesty, Shaneika Diec, Karly Flahive, Matthew 
Tomelty  

Year 10 Audrey Dalauidao, Drashti Shah, Jasmine Wilson, Jett Mathews, Sarah 
Sigismondi  

Year 11 Nicolas Oraison, Trae Cook, Regan Vesty  

Year 12 Chelsea Haber, Daniel Mallia, Alexie Barlow, Danny Southgate, Jessica 
Kencevski,  

 
From the Director of Catholic Identity 
Mrs Egan 
 
With the holidays comes the holiest times in the Churchôs calendar. During the school 
holidays we will celebrate Holy Week, followed by our celebration of Christôs passion, 
death and resurrection. This great Easter feast is the heart of our Christian faith. It is 
the celebration of Godôs unimaginable love for us and I wish you a very prayerful and 
relaxing Easter break.  
 
Catholic Education Week 2017 
The Catholic Education Week occurred 13-17 March. This yearôs theme was ñMoved by 
the Love of Christò which acknowledges Christs love of humanity and brings to the 
present his sacrifice, which is fitting given our current season of Lent.  
 
To be moved, is both an emotional and physical action, moved to be compassionate 
and forgiving but also moved to action these emotions. We are moved by Christs 
unconditional love for us and strive to act in his example.  To be moved to love our 
neighbor and to assist them in any way that we can. 14 For the love of Christ urges us 
on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 15 And 
he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him 
who died and was raised for them. 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 
 
We decorated the St James Narthex for the week of Catholic Education alongside our 
primary schools St James, St Francis and St Clareôs. This was a wonderful opportunity 
to highlight the theme ñMoved by the love of Christò which was illustrated by using the 
ichthus fish symbol and pictures that depicted what it was to be moved by the love of 
Christ. Many thanks to students in Mary Udovicic, Lauren Girardi and Tamara Lourdes 
RE classes for creating this display for us.  
 
We celebrated in a variety of ways including a Staff morning tea to thank them for their 
valuable contribution to Catholic Education, a Student  quiz, a display in the St James 
Narthex along with our fellow primary schools and an excursion to St Patricksô Cathedral 
to celebrate Mass with other schools from the Archdiocese of Melbourne as well as 
attending the Catholic Education Visual Arts display and the Young Speakers 
Colloquium.  

 
 
From the Acting Director of Learning & Teaching 
Mr le Roux 
 
Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences 
Thank you to the many parents who attended our conferences last night and today. 
These are very important occasions for our students in their learning and I trust that you 
found the conversations helpful. While these conferences are the final round of formal 
interviews for the year, parents and teachers are encouraged to keep the dialogue going 
especially when early indicators that learning behaviour may be slipping occur. It is 
essential that as we break for the holidays, that students prepare well for the Pentecost 



 

Term. Next term, students in every year level will be undertaking final examinations ï 
be the VCAA or Thomas Carr College exams, organisation will assist in maximising 
studentsô ability to achieve the best they can. 
 
Purchasing of College Texts and Materials 
Over the last few weeks, it has been brought to my attention that a number of students 
across all year levels have not had the required texts and/or equipment for some 
subjects. In order for students to maximise their learning, one of the minimum 
requirements is that texts and materials have been purchased. It is surprising that a 
small number of parents chose to send their child to school without all the necessary 
resources, therefore disadvantaging the studentôs learning. 
 
The College works with suppliers to negotiate the best costing for texts and equipment. 
Of concern are Senior students who are studying VCE Further Maths, Mathematical 
Methods or Specialist Maths who do not have an CAS calculator. This is to be remedied 
by the start of the Pentecost Term. 
 

The Key To Success 

¶ Think Positively  

¶ Accept responsibility for motivating yourself 

¶ Accept the fact that success comes from effort 

¶ Reward yourself after completing a goal or task 
 

Learning is doing 
Research shows that as learners we take in: 

¶ 10% of what we read 

¶ 20% of what we hear 

¶ 30% of what we see 

¶ 50% of what we see and hear 

¶ 70% of what we ourselves say 

¶ 90% of what we ourselves do  
 

Organise your Time 

¶ Allow enough time to complete homework 

¶ Review and revise on a regular basis (not just before tests and exams) 

¶ Allot a period of time for assessment tasks rather than trying to do it all at once 

¶ Allocate time for non-academic activities 
 

Learning Types 
Know what type of learner you are.  We all have a preferred way of learning but we may 
not be aware of it.  Get to know your learning style and study in the way you learn best.   
 

¶ Auditory learners learn by listening.  If youôre an auditory learner you could try 
reading your notes aloud and discussing them with other people.  You might like to 
record key points and play them back. 

 

¶ Visual learners learn by seeing.  If youôre a visual learner you could use colours in 
your notes and draw diagrams to help represent key points.  You could try to 
remember some ideas as images. 

 
¶ Tactile/kinesthetic learners learn by doing.  If youôre tactile/kinaesthetic learner you 

could use methods like role-playing or building models to revise key points.   
 

Your study behaviour 

¶ Set clear goals 

¶ Ask for help when needed 

¶ Take risks 

¶ Reward yourself 

¶ Divide and conquer 

¶ Donôt procrastinate 

 



 

From the Acting Head of Middle School 
Mr Wilkinson 
 
Year 9 Good Samaritan Campus 
The iD9 curriculum aims to develop students who are independent, confident, and 
inquisitive about their world, work co-operatively, are socially aware and connected to 
others.  The Good Samaritan Campus experience aims to provide all students with an 
exciting and challenging program in an environment that is safe, caring, structured and 
engaging. The emphasis throughout the three-week experience is on learning through 
doing. Activities and project work is based around the local Coragulac and Otwayôs 
environments of lake, coast and forest. Complementing experiential learning in each of 
these environments will be a further focus on community living centered on day to day 
life on the Campus.    
 
The Country Experience forms part of the compulsory curriculum at Thomas Carr 
College. It is expected that all students attend the Good Samaritan Campus during their 
allocated timeframe. Any issues relating to attendance need to be discussed in advance 
with the Year Level Co-coordinators, in consultation with the Head of Middle School and 

the Manager of the Good Samaritan Campus.   
 
Should a student be unable to attend the Good Samaritan Campus due to medical 
reasons or has become ill at the Good Samaritan Campus, the parents are to make 
arrangements for the collection of the student and a medical certificate from the treating 
doctor, explaining the reasons for the inability of the student to return to the Campus, or 
the considerations that need to be accommodated needs to be provided to the College.  
A generic medical certificate is not acceptable.    

Should a student be deemed unfit to return to the Good Samaritan Campus, it is the 
responsibility of the parents to communicate this to the Manager: Good Samaritan 
Campus and the Year Level Coordinators immediately. Students will not be able to 
return to the Collegeôs main campus as all scheduled classes for their particular group 
are conducted at the Good Samaritan Campus.  

The failure to complete the academic assignment at the Good Samaritan Campus may 
hinder a studentôs ability to successfully complete the overall assessment task for iD9, 
which may result in a student receiving an óunsatisfactoryô grade. Failure to successfully 
complete a number of assessment tasks over a semester results in a student being 
placed on Academic Tracking.  

 Dates     Please refer to the table below for 2017 dates  
Time of Departure   7.15am  
Time of Return    Approximately 3.00pm to 3.20pm  
Method of Transport   V-Line  
Departing From   Tarneit Train Station  
Returning To    Tarneit Train Station   

 

 
 

From To 

9 Blue Tuesday March 14 2017 Friday March 31 2017 

9 Gold Tuesday April 18 2017 Friday May 5 2017 

9 Green Monday May 22 2017 Friday June 9 2017 

9 Jade Tuesday June 13 2017 Friday June 30 2017 

9 Purple Monday July 24 2017 Friday August 11 2017 

9 Red Monday August 28 2017 Friday September 15 2017 

9 Silver Monday October 9 2017 Friday October 27 2017 

9 White Monday October 30 2017 Friday November 17 2017 

 

Year 9 City Experience  
City Experience allows students to study the cultural, historical and sporting aspects of 
the City of Melbourne. The program recognizes studentsô increasing independence and 
requires them to develop their own transport plans in order to complete the set activities 



 

for each day. A City Experience ópassportô has questions, facts, maps and information 
on key locations that they will visit individually, with their small group and as a class.  
City Experience forms part of the compulsory curriculum at Thomas Carr College. It is 
expected that all students attend the experience during their allocated timeframe. Any 
issues relating to attendance need to be discussed in advance with the Year Level 
Coordinators, in consultation with the Head of Middle School.  

Should a student be unable to attend the City Experience due to medical reasons or is 
taken ill during the experience, the parents are to make arrangements for the collection 
of the student and a medical certificate from the treating doctor, explaining clearly the 
reasons for the inability of the student to return to the program or the considerations that 
need to be accommodated, needs to be provided to the College. A generic medical 
certificate is not acceptable.    

Students will not be able to return to the Collegeôs main campus as all scheduled classes 
for their particular group are conducted in the city. Failure to complete the academic 
assignment may hinder a studentôs ability to successfully complete the overall iD9 
program which may result in a student receiving an óunsatisfactoryô grade. Failure to 
successfully complete a number of assessment tasks over a semester results in a 
student being placed on Academic Tracking.  

Dates     Please refer to the table below for 2017 dates  
Time of Departure  8.00am (first day of the Experience)  
Time of Return    Approximately 3.00pm to 3.30pm  
Method of transport   Train  
Departing From    Hoppers Crossing Train Station (first day) 
Returning to   Hoppers Crossing Train Station (first day) 
 

 From To 

9 Blue Monday September 11 2017 Friday September 15 2017  

9 Gold Monday September 11 2017 Friday September 15 2017 

9 Green Monday October 16 2017 Friday October 20 2017 

9 Jade Monday October 16 2017 Friday October 20 2017 

9 Purple Monday May 1 2017 Friday May 5 2017 

9 Red Monday May 1 2017 Friday May 5 2017 

9 Silver Monday March 6 2017 Friday March 10 2017 

9 White Monday March 6 2017 Friday March 10 2017 

 

*Please look at the College website under the óMiddle Schoolô menu for updates and 
further information. 

See below some of the studentsô experiences and thought on the program:  

My impressions of Melbourne city prior to this experience was that it was very big and 
complicated. I thought that I would get lost very easily. I also thought that it was very 
lively and happy all the time, since it always looks so crowded and packed. The aspect 
I enjoyed most was being with my friends and exploring the city together with them. I 
also enjoyed all of the different places in the city that I never knew about. It was fun 
being able to be independent, and being given this responsibility. I think the biggest 
challenge was probably time management. There were 36 checkpoints to get to, and 
travelling from one place to another was sometimes challenging if you didnôt know the 
city very well.  
 
I overcame this challenge by planning our routes, always knowing what time we had to 
be at a booked tour and how much time it took to get there.  
 
One thing I learnt about myself was that I have a bad sense of direction. I had to use 
google maps for everything and rely on the tram routes. Even though I have been to 
certain places before, I still couldnôt remember them all. I also figured out that I really 
like taking the trams, itôs very quick and efficient. 
 



 

This is an experience not to be missed by all future Year 9 students because I think that 
the city experience is a unique and great experience that is a must for everyone. I really 
liked how we learnt a lot of things that we would need in the future, for example being 
independent and managing time. Being out of the classroom made it a real-world 
experience for everyone.  Zoe Casimiro ï 9 White. 
 
My impressions of Melbourne CBD before I went made me feel a bit nervous, but I was 
still excited to go with my friends to explore the city and see all the main tourist 
attractions. What I enjoyed most about City Experience was being with my classmates 
and being able to explore the city more, especially as we needed to travel all over the 
CBD. I enjoyed going to places in the city that I had never been to before, and there 
were many!  
 
The biggest challenge that I faced on City Experience was making sure that we never 
got lost, or never lost anything ourselves (mykiôs, bags, etc.), and also ensuring we were 
at the places (tours and checkpoints) at the right time.  
 
Another challenge was making sure we got to all 36 checkpoints. I overcame this 
challenge by having everything planned beforehand. I would write them down in my 
phone and would keep check that we were at each place at the right time. I also used 
google maps on my phone to make sure we were not lost.  
 
What I learnt about myself in this experience was that I am better at navigation than I 
thought. All future Year 9 students shouldnôt miss out on this experience because itôs 
fun and exciting to be with your friends in the city, and the challenge of getting to all the 
different checkpoints that made up our assignment was a real-life task.  Madison Joyce 
ï 9 White. 
 

 
From the Head of Senior School 
Mrs Knurek 
 
I hope parents have taken advantage of the student/teacher/parent conferences held 
over the last two days of our Lenten term. These are important sessions for feedback 
on how your child can achieve better results.  The focus in our Pentecost term is clearly 
on academic achievements and preparing for exams and the GAT in June. Our first 
Pastoral Care session for the Term will feature study seminars with a number of guest 
presenters in each year level of the Senior School. In Years 10 and 11, we will have a 
group of 16 guest speakers from Elevate Education conduct seminars in individual 
Homerooms on study skills and time management. This is very timely for a number of 
our students who struggle to develop good study routines. Our Year 12 students will 
participate in a Year 12 Success Strategies seminar with Darren Periera. This seminar 
has always motivated students and comes at an important part of their study when 
students often start to lose their focus and commitment.  

 
Use of Cars by Students Policy 
Parents are reminded that all students driving to College must complete the Use of Cars 
by Students Policy and hand in the required forms to the Year 12 Co-Ordinators: Mr 
Michael Ramsay and Ms Lee Tadic. There are limited parking spaces available within 
the College Grounds. Please see Mr Ramsay or Ms Tadic for further details. 
 
 
VCAL Living Pantry 
Last year, the Year 11 VCAL students took an unused section of the College yard and 
created a garden- ñThe Living Pantryò as their major project for the year. This required 
planning, working in groups, the honing of their negotiation skills and practical use of 
learning about O H & S issues. This year, the garden has provided bountiful crops and 
the opportunity to work with a film crew and production company to explore aspects of 
healthy food and eating. The addition of a pizza oven has provided opportunities to use 
herbs from the garden to gain basic dough making skills!  
 



 

On Tuesday March 21, the students were pleased to organize the official opening of 
their garden, to celebrate the success of the project and to showcase some of the 
produce and skills gained from working with Shane Delia and Stephanie Alexander this 
term. It was a terrific occasion and we were delighted to host representatives from 
Catholic Education  Melbourne, parents of the students and members of our College 
community and College Board. The students again successfully organised all aspects 
of this event. I would like to thank all staff who assisted them in this venture, especially 
Mr Cameron Rowe who initiated this project.  
 
 
This year the term holidays conclude with Easter. This is a time in our faith when we 
focus on the love of God for us in the Sacrifice of his son for us. Easter is a time when 
we also enjoy the love of family and friends. I hope you have a blessed Easter Season 
and a relaxing holiday and I look forward to working with you all next term. 
 

 
From the College Chaplain 

Mr Burn 
 
Catholic Education Week Mass at St Patrickôs Cathedral 
The Thomas Carr College Liturgy Captains and Social Justice Captains set off early in 
the morning on Friday March 17, St Patrickôs Day, from Tarneit station to travel to St 
Patrickôs Cathedral for the annual Mass celebrated by Archbishop Denis Hart in honour 
of St Patrick and the Irish people who established the Church in Melbourne over 175 
years ago. 
 
We arrived in good time at the cathedral and we were impressed by the sight of students 
and teachers from every primary and secondary school in the Archdiocese of 
Melbourne. We quickly filled the cathedral. The Thomas Carr students and staff were 
lucky to get some seats with a view to the altar so that we could follow the proceedings. 
Official guests for the occasion included the Premier, Daniel Andrews, the Minister for 
Education, James Merlino and the Irish Ambassador. 
 
In his homily, Archbishop Hart spoke about the life of St Patrick, his devotion to Jesus, 
his decision to become a priest and all that he did for the people of Ireland. The 
archbishop challenged the students present to live their lives in the service of others, 
inspired by the example of St Patrick. 
 
After Mass, we were able to have our photo taken with the Archbishop. Our return 
journey was lengthened by a train breakdown which led to us having to travel by train 
to Werribee and then by bus back to Tarneit. This made for a tilting journey home. We 
were all well and truly ready for the weekend.  
 

 
From the Head of Art and Technology  
Mr Dalley  
 
The diversity of learning experiences offered at our school should be a cause for great 
pride within the College community. As leader of the arts and technology staff, I never 
fail to be impressed by the incredible range of creative adventures in which our students 
are immersed. I would like to share just a few of these with you.   
 
In Year 7 Music, excited students have received their musical instruments and have 
begun the painstaking process of making sense of them. Organising fingers for the right 
note, getting lips in the right position and holding a trumpet without breaking it are part 
of a long journey to master an instrument. Already, they are starting to produce 
consistent sounds and will soon play the five-note scale. Parents should encourage their 
children to practise at home. 
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On a more visual level, the Year 7 Art students have begun creating Abstract art pieces. 
It takes quite a leap for children to move from literal, figurative drawing to more 
conceptual and abstracted work. Informed by deeper theoretical insights into abstract 
art, as well as by innovative teaching strategies, our students are beginning to create 
work in the tradition of Kandinsky, Picasso and Pollock. 
 
At VCE level, our Product Design Technology students have begun the long and 
complex task of developing a folio, before creating their final garment. It was a pleasure 
to watch their teacher, Joanna Grujovski, develop the studentsô thinking strategies in 
order to enrich the process.  
 
Meanwhile, the VCE Drama class has begun the creative process for their Ensemble 
Performance. This piece uses, as stimulus material, the legend of King Midas, 
Madonnaôs ñMaterial Girlò and the Kander and Ebb song ñMoney Makes the World Go 
Aroundò in order to explore the question, ñWhat do you really value?ò 

 
 
Community News  
 
ñEveryone has been created by God with purpose to make a difference in this world ï 
in our families, workplaces and in the life of the Church. 
 
In Johnôs gospel, Jesus says, óI have come to give you life and life to the full.ô (Jn 10:10) 
We believe that if we can reach Catholic men, help them to encounter Jesus and 
experience transformation, encourage them to pray every day and join in fellowship, 
form them in faith and mobilise them for the work of Christ, we will make a step towards 
renewing the Church and reaching the world.ò menALIVE 
 
Register now. Donôt miss out on the menALIVE weekend retreat being hosted by our 
Parish, St James the Apostle, North Hoppers Crossing, in the Paulist Centre May 20-
21.  It will be a life-giving, faith developing experience that has the potential to change 
your life.  
 
Register on line www.menalive.org.au or pick up a brochure from the Narthex. 
 
For further details and/or enquiries please contact Peter OôToole on 0410 330 864, the 
Parish Office on 9748 6800  
 
 
Wyndham City Council  
To celebrate National Youth Week, Wyndham City Council  is holding Youth Week Fest 
2017. This is a Council provided Free Event for Young People (aged 12-25 years) which 
will be held at Encore Events Centre, 80 Derrimut Road, Hoppers Crossing during the 
school holidays on Friday April 7 2017. Please see flyer attached. 
 

 
 

http://www.menalive.org.au/


 

 



 

 


